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 APA References for Books 
Handout courtesy of Angela Gulick 
 
Some General Reminders about the APA System of Documentation 
 References lists only contain sources directly mentioned in your work that are recoverable 
(published in some way). Don’t include personal communications such as interviews, email 
messages, and letters on the References list. However,  do include them  in the document. 
 References entries are alphabetized by the last name of the first listed author. If there is no 
author, the entry is alphabetized by the first major word of the title (not counting a, the, an, etc.). 
 References entries are double-spaced within and between entries and are not numbered. 
 References entries use a hanging indent pattern where the first line extends all the way to the left 
margin and each subsequent line is indented five spaces. 
 References lists use title capitalization for names of magazines, newspapers, journals, and 
websites. Title capitalization means capitalizing all major words in the title not counting words 
such as a, the, an.  
 References lists us sentence capitalization for all other titles (chapters, articles, books). Sentence 
capitalization means capitalizing only the first word of the title, any proper nouns, and any word 
that immediately follows a colon ( : ). 
 
Print: Book with One Author 
Author, A. A. (year of publication). Title of book. Location: Publisher. 
Dobson, J. S. (2004). The problem with bad neighbors. Milwaukee, WI: Grant-Hawthorne Press. 
 
Print: Book with Two to Seven Authors (list all named authors in the order they appear on book) 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., & Author, D. D. (year of publication). Title of book.            
 
         Location: Publisher. 
Doud, B. J., Wagner, J.M., Miller, Y. A., & Hostager, J. L. (2007).  Reunions and regrets: An exploration 
of conflict resolution. Ames, IA: Iowa State University Press. 
Print: Book with Eight or More Authors (list first six authors, . . . last named author) 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author E. E., Author, F. F., . . . Author, K. K.  
 
            (year of publication). Title of book. Location: Publisher. 
Satterlee, J. L., Nelson, M. A., Bachtold, B. E., Penne, A. L., Williams, D. C., Verstrat, P. G., . . . Gulick, A. 
G. (2007). Rockabilly blues: How “hoodlum” music became the rage. Chicago, IL: LaJon Press. 
Print: Entire Edited Book 
Editor, A. A., & Editor, B. B. (Eds.). (year of publication). Title of book. Location: Publisher. 
Lorenz, Paul E., and Hanson, G. B. (Eds.). (2009). The history of a free press in America. Dubuque, IA: 
Ghost and Sons Press. 
  The Writing Lab 
  
 
 
Print: Chapter or Article from an Edited Book 
Chapter/Article’s Author, A. A. (year of publication). Title of chapter. In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of book  
 
          (page number – page number of article). Location: Publisher.  
Briener, M. E. (2008). The March of Dimes: Grassroots charity in America. In D. S. Henderson (Ed.), 
Charitable organizations in America (16-39). San Francisco, CA: Candlestick Press. 
Print: Reference Book 
Editor, E. E. (Ed.). (year of publication). Title of reference book. Location: Publisher. 
Jasperson, P. D. (Ed.). Encyclopedia of musical instruments. Morris, MN: University of Minnesota-
Morris Press. 
Online: Electronic Version of a Print Book 
Author, A. A. (year of publication). Title of book. [Name of electronic reader software].  
 
            doi:xx.xxxxxxxxxx  
 
Note: According to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, if no DOI is 
assigned to the content and you retrieved it online, include the home page URL for the electronic book’s 
publisher following this format: Retrieved from URL [no period at the end] 
Grant, J. H. (2009). In search of the normal in a paranormal world [Adobe Digital Editions]. doi:10-
9874563210                                                          OR 
Grant, J. H. (2009). In search of the normal in a paranormal world [Adobe Digital Editions]. Retrieved 
from http://www.ebooks.com 
Online: Electronic-only Book 
Author, A. A. (n.d. which stands for no date). Title of book. doi:xx.xxxxxxxxxx  
 
Note: According to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, if no DOI is 
assigned to the content and you retrieved it online, include the home page URL for the electronic book’s 
publisher following this format: Retrieved from URL [no period at the end] 
Apgar, L. A. (n.d.). The bicoastal family: Making families on each side of the country work. doi:10-
9874563210                                                     OR 
Apgar, L. A. (n.d.). The bicoastal family: Making families on each side of the country work. Retrieved  
 
from http://onlinepublications.com/bicoastal 
   
